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A TALE OF THE PYRENEES. (RAMUNTCHO.)
Translated by W. P. BAINES.
A love idyll in the setting of the Pyrenees, in the country
of the Basques, that ancient and dwindling race which
preserves so passionately its native pride, its old piety,
and its disdain for things new and strange. The story of
Ramuntcho's wooing of the golden-haired daughter of the
enemy, and the misfortune that overtook it, is beautifully
told, and the descriptions of the local scenery in the
different seasons of the year, of the religious festivals, of
the great contests in the national game, of the smuggling
enterprises are marked by inimitable skill.
A TALE OF BRITTANY, (MON FRfeRE YVES,)
Translated by W, P. BAINES.
This tale of Breton peasant life, with its simple joys and
sorrows, is beautifully told. There are grim and sordid
scenes at Brest showing the temptations that lie in wait
for the sailor as he -comes ashore, and the sufferings of
the wives living in the seaport, and of course there are
characteristic descriptions of the Breton cc*iatry-s*&.
Parallel with these there are descriptions of life is &
warship during its cruise about the world.